
Welcome to the
Children & Young People’s

Autism Service 

Your Journey Starts here …

This leaflet was co-produced by 
Parent/Carers and

Autism Service staff

A-U-T-I-S-M

Outcome

Following assessment one of the 
following decisions will be agreed with 
you.

•	 If diagnostic criteria is not met, your 
	 child will be discharged from the 
	 Children & Young People’s Autism 
	 Service. Onward referral to other 
	 agencies/services may be 
	 made as appropriate with consent.

•	 A period of time for a watchful wait 
	 is agreed to allow further time for a 
	 child to access intervention or further 
	 developmental maturation. 
 
•	 A diagnosis is confirmed and you will 
	 be offered post diagnostic support.

Follow up supports may include:

		  •	Information/Advice/Support
		  •	Signposting
		  •	Intervention Programmes
		  •	Individual or Group intervention
		  •	Social work assessment &
			   Intervention

Contacts Details:

For further information go to: 
https://westerntrust.hscni.net/service/autism-

spectrum-disorder-asd-childrens-service/

Rivendell
Tyrone and Fermanagh Hospital

1 Donaghanie Road, Omagh, BT79 0NS  
Tel: 028 8283 5983

Lilac Villa
Gransha Park

Londonderry, BT47 6TG
Tel: 028 7130 8313

Children’s Centre
South West Acute Hospital

Enniskillen, BT74 6DN
028 66382103



Who We Are

Your child was referred to this service as 
they were presenting with characteristics 
that may be associated with Autism.
The Autism Service is made up of a range 
of professionals who are here to help and 
support you and your family through this 
journey.  The service has been developed to 
offer early intervention as a first step in the 
process.
 
Who you might meet in the service:

The multi-disciplinary team consists of a 
range of professionals including; Community 
Paediatricians, Speech & Language 
Therapists, Psychologists, Occupational 
Therapists, Autism Practitioners, Social 
workers and Family Support workers.

Support networks you can access now: 

		  • Education Authority Autism Advisory 
			   & Intervention Service (AAIS)
 
		  •	RISE NI

		  •	Family Support Hubs

		  •	Middletown Centre of Autism

		  •	National Autistic Society (NAS)

		  •	Autism NI

		  •	Autism Initiatives 

 
See enclosed directory for additional 
support 

Early Intervention 

The Early Intervention Service is the crucial 
first step in your journey within our team.  
We aim to provide support, advice and 
intervention to you and your family in a 
timely fashion while recognising your child’s 
individual strengths. 

What Now

You are required to book onto the first 
information session at your earliest 
opportunity. This session will last 
approximately 1 hour and will focus on: 
what your journey through this service may 
look like, information on what is available 
to you now, how we can help you support 
your child and links to external supports and 
agencies. 

Please contact your local office to book 
your place (see overleaf).

Following this session you will have the 
opportunity to avail of a wide range of other 
specialist supports.

What we can offer:

		  • Group intervention

		  • Family intervention

		  • Training

		  • Advice, support and signposting

		  • Useful resources

Assessment 

This is the next step in your child’s journey.  
This process is tailored to the individual 
needs of each child and their family and 
involves multi-professional specialist 
assessment.  

This process may occur over a period of 
time and typically includes:-

•	 Completion of a neuro-developmental  
	 history if this has not been provided by 
	 the referrer or by another service which 
	 your child is known to. 

•	 Assessments with your child to observe
	 their social interaction, communication 
	 and behaviour. 
 
•	 Liaison with or referral to other 
	 professionals or agencies involved with 
	 your child.

•	 School and/or Home observations.

•	 In some cases a meeting will be arranged
	 for all professionals who are involved in 
	 your child’s care to share information as 
	 part of the assessment process.


